
Rule Britannia: Snap Shots of Britain in the 20th century  

Introduction  

Rule Britannia hopes to provide a clear historical analysis of Britain’s development in the latter half of the 
20th century. The course considers the importance of themes such as; class and society, economic change 
and race and Empire. In doing so, it hopes to give insight into the changes which have shaped 
contemporary Britain.  

The course employs the CLLIL methodology; Content and Language Integrated Learning (Majers & Marsh, 
1994). This is a methodology of learning a language through a subject such as history or geography. This 
course’s intention is to allow students to cover a specific historical topic and to develop their command of 
English in an academic setting. The course will be based upon class participation, effort shown in terms of 
your own reading around the subject and the completion of a short essay of 1000 words which you will 
present to your peers on the 10th session of the class. 

The course does not follow one specific historical methodology, but it asks you to reflect upon your 
previous study, wider reading and comprehension of contemporary historiography on contemporary 
history.  

Enrollment  

Enrollment should take place by emailing kieran.taylor@live.com or David.Kieran@unimi.it There are 
places for 30 students, and it is first come, first serve. Classes will begin on the week of the 13th of February 
and the location will be provided by email.  

Additional information can be found on  

http://www.studistorici.unimi.it/ecm/home/didattica/laboratori-storia 

Class Structure  

The course will provide 10 lessons but some topics will run over 

1. An introduction to Life in the 20th century Britain 
2. Britain during the Inter-War Years  
3. The Welfare State and Postwar political change 
4. New Arrivals and ‘Rivers of Blood’ 
5. The Troubles 
6. Britain and the World: Decolonization, the Cold War and Europe 
7. Society and Economic Change: Thatcher to New Labour 
8. Essay Workshop 

Assessment  

Assessment will be based upon a short 1000 word academic paper given to the tutor on the agreed date.  

Students should select one of the questions listed below by the 9th class. Students will receive the standard 
accreditation for participating in a lab of this type. Students should also come with some prior knowledge 
on the subjects based upon cited academic works. These should be shared in class with students. 

http://www.studistorici.unimi.it/ecm/home/didattica/laboratori-storia


Essay Titles  

• The Liberal reforms of 1906 to 1914 failed to improve the lives of the British people. How valid is this 
view? 

• Explain why the Liberals introduced social reforms after 1906. 

• In the years 1945 to 1951, to what extent did Labour succeed in carrying out its aims for social and 
welfare reform? 

• To what extent did the reforms of the Labour Government of 1945—1951 meet the needs of the British 
people? 

• To what extent did the Labour Government of 1945–1951 deliver a “New Jerusalem” to the British 
people?  

• Explain why British governments passed laws restricting immigration in the 1960s  

• Assess the impact of post-War immigration on the UK.   

• The Provisional IRA’s campaign ended without them achieving their political goals. Discuss 

• Economic issues were the reason for the crisis that developed in Northern Ireland by 1968. How valid is 
this view? 

• To what extent did the war hasten Britain’s imperial decline? 

• ‘A period of continuous social advance.’ Assess the validity of this view of changes in British society in the 
years 1951 to 1990. 

• Thatcher’s handling of European and World affairs pleased her supporters but damaged Britain’s 
interests.’ Assess the validity of this view.  

• ‘British society in 2007 was little changed from what it had been in 1951.’ Assess the validity of this view. 

 

You are welcome to email me any time at kieran.taylor@live.com or David.Kieran@unimi.it with any major 
questions or queries you may have. All work cited in class or in your essay must be referenced, in the style 
you feel most comfortable. 


