
Culture Memory 
in Europe: 
Heroes and Victims
in the Creation of a 
European Identity 
The Contribution of the Project CLEO 
to the Practices of Memory-Making after 
the WWII and the Participation in the 
Summer University in September 2023.
                                                                             
Tuesday,  March 28, 2023
from 16:30 CET to 18:30 CET

Online Seminar

The project CLEO ( Cultural Memory in Europe: Commemoration, memory making 
and identity in the 21st Century)  is an Erasmus+ project investigating the change of 
memory-making and commemoration in the ‘post-heroic’  society in Europe. The 
seminar will present how during the 19th  century each war and su�ering in Europe 
produced new heroic figures and how at the end of the 20th century and after 
WWII the heroes seemed to have been replaced by victims in the public comme-
morations.

The seminar will examine the “shift from heroization to victimization“ in the 21st 
century and explore the changing in the perception and transformation of 
memory-making when public recognition and commemorative practices were no 
longer attributed to national heroes but to the victims of conflicts and wars.  This 
phenomenon, which was first manifested in Europe after 1945  had at its forefront 
the rehabilitation of the victims of the Holocaust and has led to the commemora-
tion of many other traumatic histories and to the emergence of novel manifesta-
tions of global forms of memory. 

At the end of the seminar, the students will receive information about the CLEO 
Summer University where 25 students will work together for 5 days exploring the 
theme of cultural memory in Europe and discuss the changing perception of the 
national heroes by examining representations, practices and discourses on heroism 
and victimhood and preparing an online exhibition.
Participation in the seminar is free Link to the online seminar: 

Programme
Seminar coordinator: Mauro ELLI  State University of Milan. Italy
16:30 CET Welcome address
Giulia Lami,  Professor  of History of Eastern Europe and Director of the Centre 
of Foreign Policy Studies,  State University  of Milan, Italy
16:40 CET  Presentation
Mauro ELLI State University of Milan, Italy, Seminar coordinator

16:50 CET Markus Hermann Meckl, Professor of Humanities and Social 
Sciences University  of Akureyri, Iceland 
The post-heroic society the changes in memory making in Europe 

17:10 CET Kiprianos Pandelis, Professor of Education and pre-school Educa-
tion, University of Patras, Greece
Perceptions of the Greek War of Independence (1821-1828): 
Divergences between academic and public history

17:30 CET Mila  Bakić, Coordinator, International Relations O�ce,  Faculty of 
Philosophy, University of Belgrade, Serbia
In search of heroes: 
CLEO Summer University, Belgrade, Serbia, 2023

17:45 CET  Discussion  

18:30 CET End of the seminar

Organizer: Mauro Elli E / mauro.elli@unimi.it   
Coordination of the seminar ARMES Progetti, Milan. 

Contacts for the call for application to the 
CLEO Summer University 
E / monica.amari@armesprogetti.it   
E / cinzialaurelli@gmail.com

THE INITIATIVE IS ESPECIALLY AIMED AT STUDENTS OF THE COURSES:
• Contemporary History
• Contemporary History of Europe: East and West
• History of Slavic Countries
• History of Contemporary World


